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sudden breaks and changes, or even any exact law of
variation according to the succession of periods. As
in the natural world the animal and vegetable king-
doms imperceptibly melt into each other, so are there
mutual affinities and correspondences between the two
families of miracles as found in inspired and uninspired
.history, which show that, whatever may be their
separate peculiarities, yet as far as concerns their in-
terrial characteristics, they admit of being parts of one
system.

58. For. instance, there is riot a-more startling, yet
a more ordinary gift in the history of the first ages of
the Church than the power of exorcism ; while at the
same time it is open to much suspicion, both from
the comparative facility of imposture and the intrinsic
strangeness of the doctrine it inculcates. Yet, here
Scripture has anticipated the Church in all respects,
even going the length of testifying to the diabolical pos-
session of brutes, which appears so extravagant when
introduced, as instanced above, into the life of Hila-
rion by St. Jerome. Again, that relics should be the
instruments of exorcism is an aggravation of a doc^
trine already difficult; yet we read in Scripture, " And
God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul/
so that from his body were brought unto the sick
handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed
from them, and the evil spirits went out of them."**
h Acts xix. n, 12.                             :